JOHN

Introduction

Author. John, "theapostlewhomJesusloved"identifieshimselfinaroundaboutsortofway(13:23;21:7,20,24).
Thewriterwasevidentlyaneyewitness(4:1-2)ofmuchofhissubject--suchasthehouseatBethanybeingfilled withthe
fragranceofperfume(12:3). Heknewthegeography(11:18)andcustoms(4:9)oflsrael. Theearlychurchfathersagree
that the apostle John, the son of Zebedee was the author.

Date. The date of the gospel is probably late, around 85 or 90 A. D.

Structure. Thestructureofthegospelisverydifficulttoreducetoanoutline. Somanyvariegated themesoffaith,
Messiahship,deity,and signmiraclessurfaceandresurfacethatonecomprehensive schemeisalmostimpossibleto
determine. Many topics invite the reader to form an outline around them such as the seven sign miracles, the ] AM
statements or the feasts, but upon closer inspection none can account for the whole book.

Theprologueisacohesiveunitoftheologicalcommentarywhichissetofffromtherestofthetextwithitsnarrative
style.Johnusestheprologuetopre-informthereaderofthepertinentpointsabouttheMessiahandhisreceptionwhichthe
rest of the book will develop in story form.

Thenext,andonly,universallyrecognizeddivisionisthetransitionwhichoccursatchaptertwelve. ThereJohn
concludeshisworkthusfarwithatheologicalcommentary(12:37-41),andnotesthatthehourofglorification(theturning
pointoftheGospel)hascome(12:23). Inaddition, fromthispointon,Jesusonlyinstructshis Twelveprivatelyratherthan
having any interaction with the crowds.

Occasion. John states the purpose of his writing more clearly than mostauthors. His goal was thatyou may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (20:31).
TheemphasesofhiswritingarethustoprovethatJesuswasthe Christ,theJewishMessiah,thatHewasinfactdeityand
that the reader, being persuaded of these facts, might have eternal life.

Message Statement. Jesus, the prophet greater than Moses, the Messiah, who is God, is worthy of our

complete trust.

Argument

1A PROLOGUE: JESUS AS THE LIGHT AND LIFE OF MEN 1:1-18
Johnmakeseffectiveuseofthisopeningwordsto"pre-inform"hisaudienceaboutthepersonand workofJesus.
Throughouttherestofthe book Johnrecordsepisodesofindividuals who meetJesus, come to some kind of
understandingofwhoheisandthenmakeadecisionabouthim. Someoftheplayersinthestoriescometothe
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correctconclusionsandsometoincorrect,butthereader,whohasthebenefitoftheintroductoryprologue,can
correctlyinterprettheeventsofJesus'lifeandthuscometohisowndecisionoffaith. Theprologuesimplyhelps
setthetone so thatthe purpose ofthebook thatyou may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name (20:31) may be realized.

Theprologuespeaksofthedeityoflesus,thewitnessofJohn,themixedreceptionwhichhereceivedbytheworld
and hisrevelation of the father. Inmuch ofthis material, Jesusis compared with Moses and found to be the
complement. Thecomparisonisnotsomuchofcontrastasofcompletionand fulfillment. Jesusisthe greater
prophet of which Moses spoke (Deut 18:15).

1B His Deity 1:1-5
John'sopeningwordsareclearlycastintheformoftheopeningwordsofGenesis. Basedupontheexplicit
comparisonwithMosesattheend ofthisintroductionanduponotherimplicitandexplicitcomparisons
throughoutthebook,itmaybethatJohnconsciouslyopenshereinthewordsofMosestomakeastatement.
Justasagreatamountofrevelation(lightintheJohanninemetaphor)camethroughMoses,soalsonow,a
greatamountofrevelationiscomingthroughJesus. NotonlyisJesusgoingtobringmorerevelationin
muchthesamewaythatMosesdid,butheisalsogoingtocomplete, fulfillandanswertherevelationwhich
Moses began. Thus, the opening words draw our attention to the work of Moses.

AfterstatingtheequalitybetweenJesusand God(apointoverwhichtheJewsconstantlystumbleinthe
book,5:18;10:33),Johnmovesontostatehiscreatorshipinversethree. Afterreproducingthewordsof
theintroductiontothecreationaccountfrom Genesis,Johnaddsthedetailthatitwasthesecondperson
throughwhomallthecreativeworkwasaccomplished. Heisalsointroducedaslifeandlight. Throughthe
revelationofJesus(lightymencometohavelife. Unfortunatelythedarknessinmenduetosincausedthem
to misunderstand that light (1:5).

2B His Witness 1:6-9
Johnutilizestheconceptofwitnessesagreatdealinthebook. Mosesisnowawitnessto Jesusasisthe
Fatherandthe Spirit. Theone,however,whoseprimaryrolewasthatofwitnesstoJesus,wasJohnthe
Baptizer.John'soriginfrom Godandhisidentityofbeingamerewitnesstothelightratherthanthelight
itselfbecomesignificantwhentheJewsquestionwhetherJohnis"theprophet" (Deuteronomy 18:15)later
in the chapter (1:21).

3B His Reception by the World 1:10-13
Thesadpartofthe gospelisthatitwasnotreceivedbyall. AsJohn presentsthestory ofJesusthis fact
becomeslucidlyclear. Overandoveragainasthemessageispresented,thereactionismixed. Some
believeandsomedonot. Thegoalofthiswork,however,isbeliefandJohnmakesclearthatthosewhodo
believe then become children of God.

4B His Revelation of the Father 1:14-18
InthissectionJohnseemstocapitalizeonthecomparisonbetweenMosesandJesus. Hedoessoatfirst
implicitlyandthenexplicitlyinverseseventeen. In1:14hementionsthatJesuscameand"tabernacled"
(eoknvwoev)amongus,alludingtoGod'sdwellinginMoses'tabernacleinthewilderness. Johnalso
mentionsseeinghisglory(1:14)asofcourseMosesdid(Exodus33:18). Finally,thedirectcomparisonis
made that, . . . the law was given through Moses,; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ
(1:17). Again,thepointisnottocontrastbuttodemonstratecompletion. Asjudgmentcamethroughthe
law (5:45 ") thesolutionto judgment, life, comesthrough Jesus. Jesusisnotcontraryto Mosesbutthe
fulfillmentofallthatthelawlacked. IntherestofthegospelMosesisseennotatallasanadversary, but
as a witness to Jesus.

1B CHRIST BRINGS LIFE AND LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 1:19--12:50
ThissectionpresentsJesus'offerofhimselftothenationandtheirreactionstohim. Theonlycoherentstructure
whichisevenremotelysuggestedbythetextdividesthesectionintotwo basicpartsasdesignatedinthisoutline.
HefirstrecordsthepresentationofJesustoIsraelandthebasicallypositivereactionstohim(1-4)andthenthe
presentation of Jesus with hostile reactions (5-12).

1B Jesus Reveals Himself as the Christ with Positive Reactions 1:19--4:54
Johnseemstogivepositivereactionstothe Messiahfirstto furtherconfirminthemind ofthereaderthe

"Notice the statement of Jesus about the function of the law, "But do not think I will accuse you before
the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set."
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2B

personandmessageofJesus. Afterthesefirstfourchapters(includingthetheologyoftheprologueandthe
testimoniesofchapterstwothroughfour)thereaderwouldfinditnearlyimpossibletocometoanyother
conclusion than that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

1C Jesus' disciples believe in Him 1:19--2:11
Jesus'firstdiscipleswereoriginallyloyalto John. WithJohn'stestimonyand themessageand
miraclesofJesus,theywerepersuadedtofollowthebridegroomratherthanhisfriend. AsJesus
performshisfirstmiraclefortheexclusivebenefitofthisdisciples(2:9)Johnnotesthattheybelieve
him. SincetheyhadalreadyproclaimedtheirtrustthathewastheMessiah(1:45,49),thiswould
seem to be a confirmation of their faith.

AsPhilipinformsNathanielaboutJesusheidentifieshimastheone Moseswroteaboutinthe
Law which is undoubtedly a reference to the greater prophet of Deuteronomy 18:15. Itis
interesting,then,thatinthefirstmiracleJesusseemstobuildupononeofthemiraclesofMoses,
butinamorepositiveway. AsMosesturned waterinstonepotsintoblood (Exodus7:20),now
Jesusturnswaterintosweetwine. Asmentionedbeforeintheprologue,Jesuscametofulfillwhat
Moseshadbegun. Whilethelawbroughtjudgment(anecessaryprerequisitetosalvation)Jesus
broughtthesolutiontojudgment,life. WhileM oses'miraclewasoneofjudgment,Jesus'wasone
of'life. This in no way speaks in a pejorative way of the contribution of Moses. The law is
necessaryandrighteousasitpointsoutsin. Itsimply,byitself,doesnotprovidetheanswertosin.

2C Others believe in Him 2:12--4:54
Besidesthetwelvewhichputtheirtrustinhim, manyothers,whenpresented withthesameclaims,
maketherightchoiceoffaith. ThefirstgroupofpeoplewhobelievearesomeattendingaPassover
feast. Johnnotesthattheirfaithwasarousedbecauseofthesigns. Althoughmuchdebateexists
aboutthesufficiencyofsuchfaith,itisthepersuasionofthiswriterbaseduponsuchpassagesas
8:31-47)thatJohnsometimesusesthewordforbelieve(mi0TELW,8:35-47)soastosuggestthat
thereisabeliefwhichisinsufficientforsalvation. JohndoesnotethatJesusdidnotentrusthimself
to these people (2:24-25).

Nicodemusisattractedbecauseofthesignsaswell(3:2)butatthispointinthe gospeldoesnot
makeapositiveaffirmationoffaith. Atleastheisnotnegativeinhisevaluation. Jesusonceagain
compareshimselfwithMosesbyreferringtotheliftedupsnakeinthedesert(3:14-16). AsMoses
liftedupasnakeinthedesertwhichgavetemporallife,soalsoJesuswillbeliftedup which will
result in eternal life. Thus, he is the prophet greater than Moses.

AfterNicodemus,certain SamaritansnotonlyacceptJesusastheMessiahbutinvitehimtospend
moretimewithhimaswell. Theirbeliefisamodelforthereader. The womanrealizesthatheis
aprophet(4:19)andtheMessiah(4:42)andthetownspeoplebelievenotonlyonthetestimonyof
others but also because of Jesus' own words, a sure foundation for belief (4:42).

Theroyalofficialisalsoaparadigmofbelief. AsJesuscastigatesthepeopleofGalileewiththe
words Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe (4:48),
theroyalofficialtakesJesusathisword (4:50)andseeshissonlive. Asheobservesthesign (of
his son's restoration) his faith is confirmed (4:53).

Jesus Reveals Himself as the Christ with Hostile Reactions 5:1--12:50
Themajordifferencebetweenthissectionandthe formeristhatatthispointJohnbeginsrecordingthe
hostilereactionsofthecrowd. ThematerialherecoverstherestoftheministryofJesusupuntilthepassion
week.

1C From the healing of the lame man 5:1-47
Theresponsefromthemanwhoishealedand fromtheJewsisnegative. Jesusrespondstothisman
thatheoughttostopsinning(5:14),andJesusaccusestheothersofnotbelievingMoses(5:47). The
Jewswereconcernedabouttwopointsinparticularhere: Jesus'workingonthe Sabbathand making
himselfequalwithGod (5:18). Jesusrespondswithadiscourse onhisequality withthe Father
(5:19-30)andthenreviewsthevarioustestimoniesabouthim(5:31-47). Thesetestimoniesinclude
John, the Father, the Scriptures and finally, Moses.

2C From the feeding of the five thousand 6:1-15
Johnnotesinthebackgroundofthismiraclethatthe Passoverfeastwasnear(6:4),thusthepeople's
mindswouldnaturallybeuponthe ExodusandthepersonofMoseswhodeliveredthepeople. With
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thatinmindthepeopleinterpretJesus'feedingthepeoplewithbothbreadandmeatasamiracleat
leastas good asmanna from heavenand beganto say Surely thisisthe Prophetwhoistocome
intotheworld(6:14). Thus,theyrecognizedJesustobe greaterthanMosesanddesiredtomake
him their King. This response was a superficial one, however, and Jesus withdrew from them.

3C From the walking on water 6:16-24
Along with the previous miracle, this one as well, reminds the people thatJesus is the greater
prophet. AlthoughMosespartedthe waters,Jesussimplywalkedontop ofthem. Thisfeatexcited
the fascination of the crowds (6:25).

4C From the discourse on bread: many disciples depart 6:25-71
Thegrumblingofthepeopleinthissectionsuggeststhe grumblingofthepeopleduringtheministry
ofMoses. IndirectcomparisonwithMosesthepeoplebegformorefood fromheaven. Ratherthan
capitulatetotheirselfishdesiresJesusteachesthatheisrealbread fromheaven. Stumblingatthis
teaching, many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him (6:66). In the midst
ofthisdepartureafewremained(6:67-69),althougheventhenJesusrecognizedthatoneofthem
would betray him. The reactions to Jesus were indeed mixed.

5C From Jesus' teaching at the Feast of Tabernacles 7:1--8:59
AtthisfeastJesustaughtthatforthe one who believed inhim streams ofliving waterwill flow
fromwithinhim (7:38). WhileMoseshad givenwaterfromtherock,Jesuswouldproducewater
from within each man. Many then concluded again Surely this man is the prophet (7:40).

BecauseoftheunbeliefoftheleadershipthatJesusistheprophetgreaterthanMoses(7:45-52)they
attempttotraphiminto contradictingMoseswiththewomancaughtinadultery(7:53-8:11).By
citingtherequirementlaiddownbyMosesthatthewitnessesagainsttheaccusedbeobjective,Jesus
causesthecrowdtoscatter. Hedoesnotcondemnthe woman (thatwillbehismissionathissecond
coming),heexhortshertosinnomore. ThusJesus,showshimselftobeinagreementwithMoses
and yet merciful as well.

TheJewsthenrejectJesusasthelightoftheworld(8:12-20)andasonegreaterthan Abraham(8:31-
59).Jesus'harshwordsofrejectioninthislattersectionarecuriouslyspokentotheJewswhohad
believed him (8:31). Soon into their discussion Jesus reveals their true hearts, If you were
Abraham's children . . . then you would do the things Abraham did. As it is, you are
determined to killme . . .. You belong to your father, the devil . . .." (8:39-40,44). Atthe
conclusion of this discussion the Jews attempted to stone Jesus (8:59).

6C From Jesus' healing of a blind man 9:1-41
UnlikeJesus'formerhealingofalameman,thismanevidentlycomesto faithinJesus(9:35-38).
InkeepingwiththethemeofthegreaterMoses,JohnrecordsthetestimonyofthePhariseestobe
disciplesofMoses(9:28)buttohavenoloyaltytoJesus(9:29). Jesusclearlystatestheirblindness
and their guilt (9:41).

7C From Jesus' teaching as the Good Shepherd 10:1-42
Characteristicofthisgospel,Johnrecordsheretheabsolutelymixedreactionsofthecrowds: "Many
ofthemsaid, Heisdemon-possessedandravingmad. Whylistento Him?' Butotherssaid, These
arenotthe sayingsofamanpossessedbyademon. Canademonopenthe eyesofthe blind?"
(10:20-21).LaterinthissectionalthoughtheJewstrytostoneJesustwice(10:22-39),manyinthe
transjordan do believe (10:42).

8C From the raising of Lazarus 11:1-57
ThiswastheonlymiracleperformedbyJesusinwhichhedeliberatelyheightenedtheeffects. Upon
hearing thenews Jesus waited two more days so thatthe resurrection of Lazarus would be an
undisputabletestimonytohim. Morethananyothermiracle,becauseofthetiming,locationand
natureofit,theleadershiptookoffenseatthissignanddeterminedtokillJesusforit. Johnrecords
the words of Caiaphas here it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the
whole nation perish (11:50).

9C From the passion week 12:1-36
Jesus'popularity athistriumphalentry wasasource ofjealousy fortheleadership. Jesusthen
predictedhisdeath. ThroughoutthebookJohnhasheightenedthesuspenseofJesusimpending
deathwiththewords"buthishourhadnotyetcome" (7:6,8,30;8:20). Now, forthe firsttime,
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1C

1D

Jesus states that The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified (12:23). A voice from
heaven confirms Jesus' person and mission in the midst of his rejection.

10C The summary 12:37-50
Liketheprologue,Johnincludeshereatheologicalcommentary. Thistimeitconcernstheunbelief
oflsrael. HisquotationsfromIsaiahconfirmthatthisgeneration, likesomanybeforeit,havebeen
judicially blinded because of their unbelief. Jesus' final words to the crowd summarize his
presentation. He,like Moses speaks only whathehasbeentold fromonhigh(12:49). Unlike
Moses,and greaterthanMoses,Jesusperfectlyreflectsthe gloryofthefather(12:45). Again,unlike
Moses,Jesusdidnotcometocondemnbuttosave(12:47) Judgmentwillwaituntilthelastday
(12:48). Indeed, this Jesus is The prophet, the one greater than Moses.

CHRIST GIVES A SELF SACRIFICE WHICH ISSUES IN LIFE 13:1--20:31
Thelastsectionconcernsthenightofthe Passover,thecrucifixionandtheresurrection. Thus,itistheculmination
of Jesus' ministry and the making of the sacrifice which issued in life for all.

1B The Preparation of the Twelve for his Death and Their Service Afterward 13:1--17:26
Johnrecordsheremuchuniquematerialwhichwasgivenintheupperroomandafterwards. Hebeginsby
teachingthemaboutthehumilityandselflessnesswhichisrequiredoftrueservanthood. Intheteaching
aboutservanthoodJesusmentionsthatonewillbetrayhim(13:1-17). ThisleadstohispointingoutofJudas
(13:18-30). Itcould be thatJudasreceives muchink in this gospel because he portraysso clearly the
incredible ability of the Jewish people to reject the claims of the Gospel.

JesusthenreinforceshisonenesswiththeFather(14:1-14)andassuresthedisciplesthatthe Spiritwillcome
toteachandcomfortthem(14:15-31). ObediencetoandabidingintheSonwillbeessentialasthedisciples
prepareforpersecution(15:1--16:4)asJesuslaysthefoundationforthegivingandinspirationoftheNew
Testamentwritings(16:5-13). Finally,Jesus'highpriestlyprayerforhimself,hisdisciplesand forall
believers is recorded in chapter seventeen.

2B The Trial and Crucifixion 18:1--19:42
JohniscarefultorecordthethreedenialsofPeteraswellasthethreedeclarationsofinnocencebyPilate.
UniquetothisgospelaretheaccountsofJesus'careforhismotherwhileonthecrossandhiscriesofthirst
andfinality(19:28,30). ThefinalstageofNicodemus'faithisrecordedinthissectionasheaccompanies
JosephofArimatheaintheburialofJesus. Hisprogressionoffaithmaybetraced fromchaptersthreeto
seven to nineteen.

3B The Resurrection 20:1-31
TheresurrectionisthefinalsignwhichauthenticatesJesus. JohnmentionstheappearancesofJesustoMary
andtheTwelveandthenusesHisappearanceto Thomasasafoilforhispurposestatement. Thomas'faith
whichwasbaseduponthesigniscommendedandyetthefaithwhichismostnobleand perhapsmoststable
isthekindwhichisnotbasedupontangibleevidencebutonlyuponthewordofGod(21:29). Withthis
John concludes Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not recorded in this book, but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (20:31).

EPILOGUE 21:1-25
Thisfinalsectionisthoughtbymanytobemerelyanappendix. However,ifJohnisconsistentwithhisthemeof
producingfaiththatJesusisthe Christ,the SonofGod,thenperhapsthisfinalsectionwouldrelatetothattheme.
ItappearstothiswriterthatPeter'sself-confidence (soemphasizedbyJohninthethreefoldrecordofhisdenials)
whichisreallytheantithesisoffaithinGodfindsitsanswerhere. ToJesus'threefold questionofloveandloyalty
Peterisneverable to give a confident answer. He seems to have come to the point where he no longer has
confidenceinhimselfandisfinallyabletohavefullconfidenceinGod. Thisseemstobeafinallessoninfaith.
Johnthenwrites,perhapstodispeltherumorofhisimmortality, thatJesusdidnotpromisethatJohnwouldnotdie
(21:23).
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